


 Prelude  Mary Jane Seanor 

  “What Wondrous Love is This” 

 Greeting 

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People: God’s mercy endures for ever. 

* Opening Prayer  From Worship & Song 

God, we have to admit that we don’t like Ash Wednesday. 

We would rather skip the penitence and soul-searching of 

Lent and skip right to the joy of Easter morning. The world 

teaches us that mistakes are awful and should be covered up 

at all cost. We learn to blame others instead of owning up to 

what we do and the pain we inflict. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/HollywoodUMC
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/703403958?pwd=UUFEejVIWEZ4SDZMa3ZNelY2LzUzdz09


Lord God, give us the strength in this time of Lent to ask for 

forgiveness for the hurt we cause and the mistakes we make. 

Remind us that the difficulties of life form and shape us. 

Teach us how to turn back to you, to love our neighbor, and 

to reach out to those who suffer. 

Loving God, we know Jesus spent forty days in the desert 

preparing for his ministry to the world. We ask that  you use 

these forty days of Lent to prepare us for our mission to the 

world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  

* Old Testament Lesson  Joel 2:1–2, 12–17 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

   sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 

a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, 

nor will be again after them in ages to come. 

Yet even now, says the Lord, 

return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. 

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain-offering and a drink-offering for the Lord, your God? 



Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; 

gather the children, even infants at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 

Between the vestibule and the altar 

let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. 

Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord, 

and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

a byword among the nations. 

Why should it be said among the peoples, 

“Where is their God?” 

 Children’s Moment  Rev. Matthew Tate 

 Presentation of God’s Tithes & Our Offerings 

As we recall our Lord present with us, we give our 

thanksgivings of hearts and resources, to God’s glory. Here 

are the ways you can financially support our church if you 

are able: 

 Mail a check to the church at 24422 Mervell Dean Rd, 

Hollywood, MD 20636 

 Click here to give online. 

 Text HUMCMD to 73256. (Standard text message rates apply.) 

 Click here to give via PayPal. 

 Bishop Easterling’s Lenten Video Message  

 Offertory  Mary Jane Seanor 

  “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

Just  as  I  am 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
http://paypal.me/HUMCMD


* Epistle Lesson  2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him 

to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to 

accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a 

day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the 

acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 

We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no 

fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of 

God we have commended ourselves in every way: 

through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 

sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 

kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful 

speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 

righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in 

honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. 

We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 

unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see— 

we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 

as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, 

yet making many rich; as having nothing, 

and yet possessing everything. 

Sermon/Invitation to Lent Rev. Matthew Tate 



Lenten Litany Kaleb A. Oates (2020) 

  Lenten Liturgical Resources 

  from Africana Writers 

  edited by Safiya Fosua 

  LEADER: Lord, we are tired of doing things our way. 

The benefits are temporary, 

   and the effects are long-lasting. 

  ALL: So, Lord, we come running back to you. 

  LEADER: Lord, we have gone astray. 

We are guilty of living contrary to your Word, 

   your will, and your way. 

  PEOPLE: But, Lord, we come running back to you. 

  LEADER: Lord, you are coming back soon and very soon. 

We want to be ready when you return. 

  PEOPLE: Yes, Lord, we come running back to you. 

  LEADER: Lord, we fear you. 

   This fear doesn't run us away from you, 

   but it keeps us running back to you. 

  PEOPLE: My Lord, we come running back to you. 

  LEADER: We cry out to you, Lord. 

   We ask for your forgiveness. 

We recall the price you paid for us on Calvary. 

  PEOPLE: Thank You, Lord. 

   We come running back to you. 

  LEADER: At this time, Lord, we choose to fast and to pray. 

We seek to separate ourselves from our fleshly 

desires in order to concentrate wholly on you. 

  PEOPLE: Hold us fast, Lord. We come running back you. 

  LEADER: Lord, we meet you, here, 

   in this special place of gathering. 

   We rejoice in knowing that you are able to do 

exceedingly, abundantly, above all that we can 

ask, think, or even imagine according to the 

power which is at work within us. 



  PEOPLE: With our sacrifices of praise and worship, 

we come running back to you. 

  ALL: God, we glorify you today. 

   Thank you for not giving up on us. 

   Thank you for not throwing us away 

   or casting us aside. 

Thank you for not dealing with us 

   as we so deserved. 

Thank you for love that covers 

   a multitude of sins. 

With wide open arms, you have received us, 

so we come running back to you. 

 Reflection  Mary Jane Seanor 

    “Kyrie” 

 Benediction 

 Postlude  Mary Jane Seanor 

   “Lord, I Want To Be a Christian” 
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