
Greetings Friends, 
 

Holy Week and Easter will look different this year, but we are reminded that, 
for those who experienced it the first time, it was also different than anything 
they had ever known. I was recently reminded by a colleague, “this is anything 
but a normal Holy Week, except to God, who, since the first Easter, has been 
rolling away stones and meeting scattered crowds behind closed doors in 
order to lead them to life.” 
 

I grieve that I am unable to walk through this Holy Week face to face BUT we 
can still walk it together.  This packet will aid you in making the journey toward 
cross and resurrection this week. Worship at Home services for Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday or Easter Sunrise are 
here as well as instruction for making Resurrection Cookies. In addition to 
these written worship services to be prayed and offered at home, we will also 
have gathered worship live online via Zoom for Palm Sunday and Easter, both 
at 10:00 AM.  Do not feel you must do everything, and feel free to add your 
own elements of spiritual formation! 
 

What is most important is that you find a way to mark this sacred, holy time. I, 
as your pastor, am here to support you and to remind you, none of us walk 
this alone!  When you are using this packet, picture those in your church 
family participating alongside you.  You could even reach out to your small 
group or any of your church friends and join together via Zoom, FaceTime, or 
a phone call and worship together!  Be creative and let me hear your Holy 
Week stories. 
 

I hope that these resources are a blessing to you as we journey together 
through the days of Holy Week, and look forward to gathering with you - 
virtually - and celebrating the resurrection together. We continue to pray for all 
of those affected by the coronavirus, for those who are providing care and 
placing themselves in harm’s way each day, and for leaders around the world 
who are discerning decisions and next steps as they lead. 
 

I love and miss you, 
 

Rev. Katie Paul 



AN AT-HOME LITURGY  
FOR PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 

Adapted from The Book of Worship 
 

PART 1: LITURGY OF THE PALMS 
 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM:  
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 
This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 



When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 
this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.’ (Matthew 21:1-11) 
 
HYMN: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” UMH 278 
 
PRAYER 
Almighty God, on this day your Son Jesus Christ entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem and was proclaimed King by those who spread their garments 
and palm branches along his way. Let those branches be for us signs of his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as 
our Lord, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life. In his name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
You are invited to give of your financial resources to the work of God: 

Online Giving 
Giving by Text Message: text HUMCMD to 73256  

(standard text message rates apply) 
Mail your tithe and offerings to: 

HUMC, 24422 Mervell Dean Rd, Hollywood, MD 20636 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrzZZkbLH6k
https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/-/give/now


PART 2: LITURGY OF THE PASSION OF CHRIST 
 
LESSON: Matthew 26:14-29 
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and said, ‘What will you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid 
him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him. 
 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
‘Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?’ He said, ‘Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The 
Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with 
my disciples.” ’ So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they 
prepared the Passover meal. 
 
When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they 
were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ And they 
became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, 
‘Surely not I, Lord?’ He answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into 
the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been better for that one not to have been born.’ Judas, who betrayed 
him, said, ‘Surely not I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’ 
 
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he 
broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ Then 
he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink 
from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.’ 
 



HYMN  “Are Ye Able”   UMH 530 
 
LESSON: Matthew 26:30-56 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this 
night; for it is written, 
“I will strike the shepherd, 
   and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” 
But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’ Peter said to him, 
‘Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though I must die 
with you, I will not deny you.’ And so said all the disciples. 
 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to 
his disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 
Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 
and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 
ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; 
yet not what I want but what you want.’ Then he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake 
with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the 
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he went 
away for the second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless 
I drink it, your will be done.’ Again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed 
for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples 
and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour 
is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get 
up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDu0dtvrqbk


While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was 
a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders 
of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I 
will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you 
are here to do.’ Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 
Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and 
struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to 
him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he 
will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ At 
that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so 
that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples 
deserted him and fled 
 
HYMN  “Go to Dark Gethsamane” v. 1  UMH 290 
 
LESSON: Matthew 26:57-75 
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in 
whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was 
following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and 
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. 
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 
testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found 
none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 
forward and said, ‘This fellow said, “I am able to destroy the temple of God 
and to build it in three days.” ’ The high priest stood up and said, ‘Have you 
no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ But Jesus was silent. 
Then the high priest said to him, ‘I put you under oath before the living God, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jY_qrAjFyM


tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You 
have said so. But I tell you, 
From now on you will see the Son of Man 
   seated at the right hand of Power 
   and coming on the clouds of heaven.’ 
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! Why 
do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is 
your verdict?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death.’ Then they spat in his 
face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, ‘Prophesy to us, you 
Messiah! Who is it that struck you?’ 
 
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him 
and said, ‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.’ But he denied it before 
all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’ When he 
went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the 
bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again he denied it with 
an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the bystanders came up 
and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent 
betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know 
the man!’ At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what 
Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And 
he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
HYMN  “Ah, Holy Jesus” v. 1-2  UMH 289 
 
LESSON: Matthew 27:1-23, 26-30 
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They 
bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 
 
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented 
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders. He said, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ But they said, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB3rbnHsApU


‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.’ Throwing down the pieces of silver in 
the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the chief 
priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not lawful to put them into the 
treasury, since they are blood money.’ After conferring together, they used 
them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. For this reason 
that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled 
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, 
on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them 
for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.’ 
 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are 
you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was 
accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate 
said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make against 
you?’ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 
governor was greatly amazed. 
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for 
the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious 
prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to 
them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus 
who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his 
wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today 
I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief 
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to 
have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which of the two do 
you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to 
them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of 
them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he 
done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’ So he released 



Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified. 
 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns 
into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and 
knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They 
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 
 
HYMN  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”  UMH 286 
 
LESSON: Matthew 27:31-50 
After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 
him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 
compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 
called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And 
when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his 
head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King 
of the Jews.’ 
 
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 
left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! 
If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’ In the same way the 
chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, 
saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; 
let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He 
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbTzUGQfklY


God’s Son.” ’ The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in 
the same way. 
 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for 
Elijah.’ At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus cried again with a 
loud voice and breathed his last 
 
HYMN  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   UMH 298 
 
LESSON: Matthew 27:51-66 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were 
opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 
After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city 
and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who 
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were terrified and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 
 
Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had 
followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. Among them were 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took 
the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new 
tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRjfXyRZw4w


door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
there, sitting opposite the tomb. 
 
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that 
impostor said while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.” 
Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day; 
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, “He 
has been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would be worse 
than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers; go, make 
it as secure as you can.’ So they went with the guard and made the tomb 
secure by sealing the stone. 
 
Silence 
 
REFLECTION 
“Blessing in the Chaos” by Rev. Jan Richardson 
(from The Cure for Sorrow: A Book of Blessings for Times of Grief) 
 
To all that is chaotic 
in you, 
let there come silence. 
 
Let there be 
a calming 
of the clamoring, 
a stilling 
of the voices that 
have laid their claim 
on you, 
that have made their 
home in you, 
 



that go with you 
even to the 
holy places 
but will not 
let you rest, 
will not let you 
hear your life 
with wholeness 
or feel the grace 
that fashioned you. 
 
Let what distracts you 
cease. 
Let what divides you 
cease. 
Let there come an end 
to what diminishes 
and demeans, 
and let depart 
all that keeps you 
in its cage. 
 
Let there be 
an opening 
into the quiet 
that lies beneath 
the chaos, 
where you find 
the peace 
you did not think 
possible 
and see what shimmers 
within the storm. 



PART 3: OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
THE LOVE FEAST  
(adapted from “Comfort Food: A Feast of Love” from Marcia McFee) 
 
When we “break bread” together as a church in our worship, we remember 
that Jesus invited folks to his table as part of his ministry, not just at the 
Last Supper. So we wanted to create a way for all of us to break bread 
together with whatever we have at our homes. Indeed, what we’ve asked 
you to do is to prepare your favorite “comfort food!” 
 
I invite you to share with the group gathered online what food you are 
bringing to the table for our virtual feast. If you are able to access the chat 
feature of our Zoom meeting, please add your food selection for the 
morning there. You may also speak aloud what is set on your home table. 
 
Jesus used the parable of a great banquet to which all people are invited in 
order to talk about what the “kin-dom” of God, the family of God, looks like. 
He said, “Go to the highways and back alleys and urge  people to come in 
so that my house will be filled.” He often invited the most unlikely guests to 
his meal-times, confounding the disciples. In this way, he was encouraging 
a deep love and connection beyond social norms. He knew that we 
humans need connection and inclusion. Jesus comforts us, saying “you 
have a place at the table” and Jesus challenges us to make sure we are 
doing the same–that all people know they are welcome in our hearts, in our 
homes, in our churches–even if we can’t physically be with each other right 
now. 
 
It is difficult in this moment not to be near some of the people we love and 
might be worried about. Take a moment and type in the chat box or say out 
loud the names of people you wish were right there next to you at your 
table today.  



 
Jesus is no longer physically on earth, yet every time we gather around a 
table and we call him to mind, he is present with us in Spirit. And so too, 
our loved ones are with us. Let this be a comfort to us.  
 
We also want to call to mind, the people we cannot name, whose names 
we do not know. But we know they need our prayers and God’s comfort.  
 
For those who have lost loved ones 
For those who are sick and recovering 
For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home 
For those who are caring for persons in medical care 
For those who are separated from loved ones 
For those who are feeling alone and isolated 
For those who are helping and are so very tired 
For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort 
For those who are afraid 
I invite you to take a deep breath on behalf of all those we  do not know and 
cannot call by name. As we do so, we know that God  knows who needs our 
prayers and the Spirit, Breath of God, is blowing from within us outward as 
a Spirit of Compassion and Presence. 
 
Blessings at the table are part of our Judeo-Christian heritage. Indeed, 
Jesus adapted his Jewish ritual blessing spoken before and after meals. He 
asked us to remember him whenever we break bread and raise a cup in 
thanksgiving. This is why we call our communion prayers the “Great 
Thanksgiving.” In this feast of love and comfort, we can call to mind things 
for which we are deeply grateful. I invite you to speak aloud a couple of 
things that you are grateful for in this moment. 
 
And so I invite you to raise a plate of “something” on your table, or a glass 
of whatever you are drinking, and let us bless it in this way, repeating after 
me there at home: 



 
Holy Comforter, 

Holy Comforter, 
We gather in your name 

We gather in your name 
invited by Jesus 

invited by Jesus 
bound together with your Spirit 

bound together with your Spirit 
in union with each other 

in union with each other 
 
Feed our bodies and our spirits 

Feed our bodies and our spirits 
with your comforting presence 

with your comforting presence 
so that we might be your comfort to others 

so that we might be your comfort to others 
 
Bless this food 

Bless this food 
and break open our hearts 

and break open our hearts 
Bless this drink 

Bless this drink 
and pour out your love 

and pour out your love 
Amen 

Amen 
 
 
 



As you get ready to continue to eat your comfort food once we have signed 
off, I invite you to imagine what extravagant love looks like as you reach 
across the social distance to loved ones, to friends, and even 
acquaintances or strangers. 
 
BENEDICTION 
And now may you shelter not only in place, but in peace. May the peace 
and comfort of Christ be present with you now and forevermore. Amen. 
 
 



PRAYER FOR MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK (Book of Worship #346) 
 
God of strength and mercy, by the suffering and death of your Son, free us 
from slavery to sin and death and protect us in all our weakness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK (Book of Worship #347 ) 
 
Holy and compassionate God, your dear Son went not up to joy before he 
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified. Mercifully 
grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK (Book of Worship #348 ) 
 
Most Merciful God, your blessed Son, our Savior, was betrayed, whipped, 
and his face spat upon. Grant us grace to endure the sufferings of the 
present time, to overcome all that seeks to overwhelm us, confident of the 
glory that shall yet be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 



AN AT-HOME LITURGY  
FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
As we prepare for Holy Week, let’s resist the temptation to try to make it 
normal. 
 
It’s not. 
 
We are under shelter-in-place restrictions. Our community is being 
dramatically reshaped by the pandemic and economic distress, anxiety and 
loss. 
 
Nothing about this Holy Week is normal. 
 
But then again, that’s what Holy Week is: it’s an abnormal story, a very 
empty story, a lonely story. 
 
It’s a story of presence wrapped up inside of absence. 
 
This Thursday, let’s practice presence wrapped up in absence, and rest in 
the loneliness of this story. 
 
At the center of tonight’s story is a meal. A table set, bodies washed and 
ready, a feast shared, and then the table is stripped. Emptied. Laid bare. 
 
And in that barrenness, we recognize our own growing loneliness, our 
overwhelming separations, our own inhospitality—toward God, toward one 
another, toward ourselves—as we strip it all down. 
 

 



 
What You Will Need: 
 

1. A copy of this liturgy, either on a device or in printed form, for 
each person participating with you 

2. 1 candle and a lighter 
3. A Bible 
4. A cross to place at the center of the table 
5. Access to running water and soap to wash your hands 
6. Hand lotion 
7. A meal to eat (served family-style, if you are not alone) 

 
 
 
There is a profound simplicity about the essentials, since they arise out of 
Scripture and the early church’s worship, which unfolded the meaning of 
Christ’s redemptive action. From the history of this pattern of elements, we 
have included [five]: 
 

1. Introductory rites emphasizing penitence, (turning towards God) 
2. The liturgy of the Word of God, (listening to God) 
3. Footwashing, (handwashing, being forgiven by God) 
4. Eating, (being cared for by God) 
5. The stripping of the church (waiting for Good Friday) 

  



PART 1: SETTING THE TABLE 
 
Set the table for your evening meal; put out the plates and cups, silverware, 
condiments, salt and pepper. Place a Bible, cross, and candle at the 
center. 
 
Who else should be at your table?  
 
Can your family join with another family using the gifts of technology? If so, 
connect with them over speakerphone, FaceTime, GoogleDuo, Skype, etc. 
 
If you are home alone, maybe you can call a friend and set the table with a 
phone or a device so that you are connected even though physically apart. 
 
Don’t feel that you have to go through this evening, this week, this season 
alone. 
 
If you find yourself praying in solitude, pray both the leader and response 
portions. 
 
If you are praying with others, the leader (choose one person) prays the 
words in plain text and the people (everyone else) respond with the words 
in bold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE 
Light the candle against the growing darkness. 
 
Light and peace in Jesus Christ. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 
My sisters and brothers, 
Christ shows us his love by becoming a humble servant. 
Let us draw near to God and confess our sin in the truth of God’s Spirit. 
 
Most merciful God, 
We, your Church, confess 
that often our spirit has not been that of Christ. 
Where we have failed to love one another as he loves us, 
Where we have pledged loyalty to him with our lips 
and then betrayed, deserted, or denied him, 
forgive us, we pray; 
and by your Spirit make us faithful in every time of trial; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ. 
But Christ suffered and died for us, 
was raised from the dead and ascended on high for us, 
and continues to intercede for us. 
 
Believe the good news: 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen.  



GOSPEL WORD 
Read aloud John 13:1-17, 31-35: 
 
Before the Festival of Passover, Jesus knew that his time had come to leave this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them fully. 
 
Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal. The devil had already 
provoked Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew the Father 
had given everything into his hands and that he had come from God and was 
returning to God. So he got up from the table and took off his robes. Picking up a 
linen towel, he tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he was 
wearing. When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?” 
 
Jesus replied, “You don’t understand what I’m doing now, but you will understand 
later.” 
 
“No!” Peter said. “You will never wash my feet!” 
 
Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t have a place with me.” 
 
Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet but also my hands and my head!” 
 
Jesus responded, “Those who have bathed need only to have their feet washed, 
because they are completely clean. You disciples are clean, but not every one of 
you.” He knew who would betray him. That’s why he said, “Not every one of you 
is clean.” 
 
After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place 
at the table. He said to them, “Do you know what I’ve done for you? You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and 
teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet. I have 
given you an example: Just as I have done, you also must do. I assure you, 



servants aren’t greater than their master, nor are those who are sent greater than 
the one who sent them. Since you know these things, you will be happy if you do 
them. 
 
When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Human One has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify the Human One in himself and will glorify him immediately. Little children, 
I’m with you for a little while longer. You will look for me—but, just as I told the 
Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—‘Where I’m going, you can’t come.’ 
 
“I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so 
you also must love each other. This is how everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, when you love each other.” 
 
 
BLESSING THE MEAL 
Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH (“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
UMH 95) 
 
Be present at our table, Lord: 
Be here and everywhere adored; 
Thy creatures bless and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with Thee. 
 
 
WASHING OUR HANDS 
In this time where handwashing has taken on new importance, we wash 
our hands to be ready to eat and share a meal. Especially today, washing 
our hands is more than just a symbol – it demonstrates love and care for 
the other person to keep them safe. 
 
As you wash, say the Lord’s Prayer. Quite beautifully, the Lord’s Prayer 
takes about 20 seconds to recite (the recommended length of time for 
effective handwashing). 



MEDITATION ON THE WORD (written by Rev. Angela Wells) 
The leader or another designated person should read this reflection aloud 
so that all can hear once everyone’s hands have been washed. 
 
In biblical Palestine, it was customary hospitality practice for a host to 
provide their guests with water upon arrival so that guests could wash their 
own feet from their dusty travels. It was a practical need for cleanliness, but 
I also imagine that it was a comfort, a relief for the guest to be able to clean 
off the dust of the journey. 
  
Footwashing itself was a normal practice. But what Jesus did was not 
normal. Jesus didn’t just provide the water and towel, Jesus knelt down to 
wash the disciples’ feet himself! To wash someone else’s feet was an act 
considered so lowly that even a Hebrew servant wouldn’t have been asked 
to do so. So when Jesus washed the disciples feet, they were rightly 
caught off guard, embarrassed even! What was he doing?! He was their 
teacher, their leader, their Lord… and here he was stooping to wash their 
dirty feet!  
  
It was an act of service, yes, but beyond that—it was an act of radical and 
extravagant love.  That’s how the passage starts after all. John introduces 
the scene writing, “Having loved his own who were in the world, [Jesus] 
loved them to the end.” And after he is done, Jesus explains to the 
disciples—in case they missed the point—that he did this for an example of 
how they should treat one another.  
  
We are called to wash one another’s feet. 
We are called to serve one another. 
We are called to love one another extravagantly. 
  
One another. That’s a tricky phrase. It’s an act of radical mutuality. So often 
when we read this passage or think about Jesus’ example of footwashing, 
we only remember that we are supposed to serve others.  We are quick to 



forget that mutuality part. We forget that we are also called to receive 
footwashing, service, and extravagant love.  
  
Now, like Peter, we get rather squirmy when it comes to receiving other 
people’s acts of service.  We’d much rather be the one to give, to serve, to 
wash. We want to be the one who has to give. We want to be the one in 
control of the situation. There is something fundamentally uneasy, 
vulnerable, intimate about being the one to receive.  
  
But Jesus, and later Paul, are persistent in this “one-another” business. 
  
Wash one another’s feet. 
Love one another. 
Welcome one another. 
Bear with one another. 
Encourage one another. 
Serve one another. 
  
So, if we take Jesus’ words seriously, we must learn to both serve with 
grace and to graciously receive acts of service as well. In ministry, I’ve 
seen this time and time again when people who have faithfully served, 
sometimes for decades, suddenly find themselves on the flip side of the 
coin.  
  

A church matriarch who delivered hundreds and hundreds of 
casseroles in her day is suddenly flustered when after a fall others in 
the church start bringing her casseroles.  
  
A long time Sunday School teacher and faithful volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity has surgery, and now much to his chagrin the church 
sends someone to clean out his gutters.  

  



We’re not very good at receiving those acts of service that we’d never think 
twice of giving. Yet, the care of Christ—as expressed by our church 
family—is for us too. Jesus’ care is for us too. 
  
Maybe we just think others need Jesus’ care or attention more.  Or maybe 
deep down we think we don’t deserve it. Well you’re right.  We don’t. None 
of us do.  But we get it anyway. That’s why it’s called grace. And Jesus’ 
extravagant love is offered to each and every one of us.  We only have to 
say yes.  
  
Sometimes during Holy Week services, we use a ritual of hand-washing to 
be a stand in for footwashing.  To be honest, that’s usually a practical 
decision—it’s logistically easier to pull off since no shoes have to be 
removed, you don’t have to sit down, and generally speaking people are 
more comfortable with a stranger touching their hands than their feet.  
  
But this year, the ritual of hand-washing has taken on new meaning.  
  
I’m going to guess that none of us have ever given so much thought to 
handwashing as we have in recent days and weeks. I’m also going to 
guess we have all washed our hands more than we ever have before. This 
in and of itself is an act of service.  We are loving our neighbor by trying to 
limit the spread of the coronavirus. Handwashing is essential. And it also 
takes a toll. Our hands may be cleaner than ever, but if your hands are 
anything like mine, they are more chapped than ever.  
  
Our hands may be a bit raw. Our hearts are a bit raw too. Our world is a bit 
raw.  
  
But these wounded places are precisely where Jesus shows up.  Where 
Jesus tends to the hurt. Where Jesus soothes. Where Jesus comforts 
God’s people. So we’re going to keep washing those hands to serve and 



love others, but how will we remind ourselves of the love and comfort Jesus 
offers us too?  
  
At the end of this meditation, I’m going to invite you to put lotion on your 
hands. This is a practical act—just like footwashing was a practical act in 
Jesus’ day.  But it’s also an act of love, of soothing, of comfort to our weary, 
raw hands.  
  
As we put on lotion, as we imagine God’s hands soothing ours with balm. 
It’s not a word we use that often any more.  Balm means anything that 
heals, soothes, or lessens pain. A balm is different than a cure.  
  
We all wish we could snap our fingers and have a cure.  But we all know 
that’s not how that works. We also know we serve a God who did not back 
away from human suffering, but who pressed on towards the cross, who 
suffers with us, who promises to never leave our side.  A God who stoops 
down to wash our very feet. 
 
We serve a God who hasn’t promised a cure but who has promised a balm. 
A balm for our weary hands. A balm for our weary souls. A balm for our 
weary world.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
Apply hand lotion to your clean hands and contemplate where you have felt 
God’s balm being applied to your life and where you feel raw and in need of 
God’s healing balm. 
 

  



PART 2: SHARING THE MEAL 
 
PASSING DISHES AROUND THE TABLE TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER 
 

As the food is shared, each person shares what Christ’s love is leading 
them toward today. 
 
 
FEASTING TOGETHER 
 

As you eat together, reflect on the Gospel reading: 
When was a time you chose love this week? 
When was a time you found it difficult to love this week? 
When was a time you felt loved by someone this week? 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL 
 

For these, and all of your mercies, God, 
may your holy name be blessed and praised; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
Say together, as you are able: 
 
May Jesus Christ, 
who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on a cross, 
keep you and strengthen you this night and forever. Amen. 
 
Disconnect with any friends or family outside of your home after you share 
in this blessing together, as you prepare to strip the table and end the 
evening in silence. 



PART 3: STRIPPING THE TABLE 
 
This work is the central work of the night. 
 
After you have disconnected, work to clear the table and clean up the meal.  
 
Wash the dishes by hand, dry them, and put them away. 
 
Package up any leftovers and put away the condiments, the salt and the 
pepper. 
 
Empty your table of everything, save the cross and the candle. 
 
If you can, strip your home a little, too. Take down some pictures, leaving 
the empty nails. Remove enough things that your home feels a bit more 
bare, a little more stark for what is to come. 
 
Return to the table together, maybe singing a simple Taizé refrain like “Stay 
with Me” 
 
 
 
 
SIT WITH SILENCE 
 
Linger at the empty table, in a silence filled only by the light of the candle. 
 
As you leave the table, blow the candle out. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmAOcHqvS0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmAOcHqvS0Q


AN AT-HOME LITURGY 
FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

 
 
THE BIG IDEA: 
 
Holy Week is a story of presence found only through absence, a story of 
harsh nails and painful wounds. 
 
On Good Friday, we sit in a growing darkness, with all of the absence and 
loneliness this story brings. As we hear the Passion and as the light grows 
dimmer, we see the power of silence and darkness in revealing the heart of 
God. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
What You Will Need: 
 
1. A copy of this liturgy, either on a device or in printed form, for each 
person participating with you; each of the hymns are linked to 
accompaniment tracks for singing. 
 
2. 1 candle and a lighter 
 
3. A cross to place at the center of the table 
 



Light the candle and turn off as many other lights as you can, while still 
being able to see your order of worship. Gather for a moment in the silence 
and the shadows. 
 
 
GREETING 
Blessed be the name of the Lord our God. 
Who redeems us from sin and death. 
For us and for the salvation of all, 
Christ became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
OPENING PRAYER (from The Book of Common Prayer) 
Almighty God, graciously behold this your  family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed into the hands of sinners, and 
to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
PSALM 22:1-18 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
   and by night, but find no rest. 
 
Yet you are holy, 
   enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In you our ancestors trusted; 
   they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried, and were saved; 
   in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm, and not human; 
   scorned by others, and despised by the people. 



All who see me mock at me; 
   they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— 
   let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’ 
 
Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
   you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
On you I was cast from my birth, 
   and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
Do not be far from me, 
   for trouble is near 
   and there is no one to help. 
 
Many bulls encircle me, 
   strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
they open wide their mouths at me, 
   like a ravening and roaring lion. 
 
I am poured out like water, 
   and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; 
   it is melted within my breast; 
my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
   and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
   you lay me in the dust of death. 
 
For dogs are all around me; 
   a company of evildoers encircles me. 
My hands and feet have shrivelled; 
I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me; 
they divide my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots. 



 
RESPONSORY 
Christ became obedient unto death,  
even death on a cross. 
Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus. 
Therefore, God raised him on high  
and gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO JOHN 
And carrying the cross by himself, [Jesus] went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified 
him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 
Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, 
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews 
said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man said, I 
am King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have 
written.’ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 
divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; 
now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said 
to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ 
This was to fulfil what the scripture says, 
‘They divided my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.’ 
And that is what the soldiers did. 
 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, 
he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the 



disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into 
his own home. 
 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 
fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to 
his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:17-30) 
 
THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST 
 

1. Luke 23:34 Father, forgive them. 
2. Luke 23:43 Today you will be with me in paradise. 
3. John 19:26-27 Woman, here is your son. 
4. Matthew 27:46 My God, why have you forsaken me? 
5. John 19:28 I am thirsty. 
6. John 19:30 It is finished. 
7. Luke 23:46 Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty. 
Holy and Immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 
Spend time in quiet reflection on these words of Christ. For what do you 
need to ask forgiveness? How have you turned your back on Christ? What 
would it take for you to fully trust your spirit into God’s hands? 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
My siblings: God sent Christ into the world, not to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might 
be delivered from the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of 
everlasting life. Therefore let us pray with the whole church for people 
everywhere in their needs, and for the whole world. 
Continue praying for the needs of the people of the world. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER (from The Book of Common Prayer) 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Set your passion, cross, and death between your judgment and our souls, 
now and in the hour of our death. 
Give mercy and grace to the living; 
pardon and rest to the dead and the dying; 
to your church, peace and unity; 
and to us sinners, everlasting life; 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Linger in the silence filled only by the light of the candle. When you leave, 
blow the candle out. 



RESURRECTION COOKIES 
(to be made Holy Saturday evening in preparation for Easter) 

 
Ingredients 
1 cup pecans OR 1/2 cup pecans and 1/2 cup chocolate chips 
1 tsp vinegar 
pinch of salt 
1 cup sugar 
3 egg whites 
 
Instructions 
1. Preheat oven to 300 degrees F. 
 
2. Place pecans in plastic bag and crush with the back of a wooden spoon. 

John 19:1-3  – After Jesus was arrested, he was beaten. 
 
3. Add vinegar, egg whites, salt and sugar into mixer. 

John 19:28-30  – Jesus drank something like vinegar on the cross.  
 
4. Add egg whites. 

John 10:10-11  – Eggs represent the eternal life Jesus gives us. 
 
5. Add salt. 

Luke 23:27  – Jesus’ followers cried salty tears at his crucifixion. 
 
6. Add sugar. 

John 3:16  – The sweet part is that Jesus died because he loves us. 
 
7. Beat until egg whites are very stiff, about 12-15 minutes. 

Isaiah 1:8 & John 3:1-3  – White represents the purity we have  
in God’s eyes. 

 



 
8. Fold in nuts and or chocolate chips. 

Matthew 27:57-60  – Nuts/chips represent the rocky tomb  
where Jesus was laid. 

 
9. Cover cookie sheet with parchment paper or a brown grocery bag 
 
10. Place meringue by spoonful onto baking sheet 
 
11. Place into hot oven and turn oven OFF. Keep the oven door shut and 
“seal” with masking tape until the morning. 

Matthew 27:65-66  – The tomb was sealed with a large stone. 
 
12. Go to bed! 

John 16:20, 22  – The disciples were sad to leave Jesus in the tomb. 
 
13. In the morning, take a bite of the cookie and find that it is hollow! 

Matthew 28:1-9  – The tomb was empty! Jesus has risen! 
 



AN AT-HOME LITURGY 
FOR THE EASTER VIGIL 

 
THE BIG IDEA 
 

When it was still dark, on the first morning, the women showed up.  
 

When it was still dark, and there were no answers, only grief, the women 
showed up. They came to care for the body of Jesus but were surprised by 
emptiness, by absence. As the light dawns out of the shadows, they begin to 
see that absence makes way for life, for the God of resurrection to be present 
to them in ways they could not have imagined. 
 

The Easter Vigil provides a space, a liturgy for us to show up in the dark, 
holding the absence and grief of these days, so that God might teach us again 
how new life can be born even here. 
 
What is the Easter Vigil? 
 

The Easter Vigil may be a liturgy with which you are familiar or may be an 
opportunity to encounter Easter resurrection in a new way. 
 

While we now celebrate Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Day as 
three separate worship services, in the earliest days they were celebrated in 
unity, one single liturgy that began on Saturday evening and continued into 
Easter morning. 
 

As we celebrate Holy Week and Easter at home this year, this time of worship 
is for sometime late on Saturday night, in the darkness just as the resurrection 
is about to spring out into the world. Like the women, you can gather in the 
darkness of the night, or at the latest, the darkness of Sunday’s early morning, 
whichever works best for you. 
 



This liturgy was known as the Easter Vigil. It was the holiest and most joyful 
night of the Christan year, where Christians experienced the fullness of 
Jesus’s life, sacrificial death and breath-held waiting of his promised 
resurrection. In this service, we experience the passage from slavery to 
freedom, from sin to salvation, from death to life. 
 
When celebrated together, the Easter Vigil typically consists of four parts: 

1. The Service of Light, 
2. The Service of the Word, 
3. The Service of the Baptismal Covenant, and 
4. The Service of the Table. 

Because we cannot be together at the Table, this liturgy will only include the 
light, the word, and remembrance of baptism. 
 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 

1. Candles for each person and a lighter 
2. A smart device with mobile liturgy site, which will include the 

readings OR the printed liturgy for each person participating with 
you 

3. A bowl with water inside your home or on your porch 
 
You may consider joining together with another household through the gift of 
technology or even just starting outside with neighbors at a safe distance from 
one another. 
 
If you are praying in solitude, pray both the leader and responsive parts. 
 
If you are praying with others, the leader prays the words in plain text and the 
people respond with the words in bold.  
 
If you can, divide up the Scripture readings so that God’s Word can be heard 
through many voices. 



PART 1: THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
With the women, we begin the service in the dark, and encourage 
worshipers to start a quarter mile or so from home, lighting their candles as 
the service begins and making their way toward home as the liturgy 
continues. 
 
GREETING 
Siblings in Christ, on this early morning when our Savior Jesus Christ 
passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in 
vigil and in prayer.  
 
This is the Passover of Jesus Christ: Through light, the Word and water, we 
recall Christ’s death and resurrection, we share Christ’s triumph over sin 
and death, and with invincible hope, we await Christ’s coming again. 
 
Hear the Word of God:  
In the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1, 
4-5) 
 
FIRST PRAYER  
Let us pray: 
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. 
Sanctify this new fire, and inflame us with a desire to shine forth with the 
brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; 
through Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Amen. 
 
At this time, light each candle.  
The light of Christ! Thanks be to God.  
 



EASTER PROCLAMATION 
To be shared in stanzas during the journey home. 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
Exult,  all creation around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Sound the Trumpet of salvation! 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 
radiant in the brightness of our King! 
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! 
Darkness vanishes for ever! 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
Rejoice, O holy Church! Exult in glory! 
The risen Savior shines upon you! 
Let this place resound with joy, 
echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
 
 



It is truly right that we should praise you, 
invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your Son, Jesus Christ. 
For Christ has ransomed us with his blood, 
and paid the debt  of Adam’s sin to deliver your faithful people. 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
This is our Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb is slain. 
This is the night when first you saved our forebears, 
you freed the people of Israel from their slavery 
and led them with dry feet through the sea. 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
This is the night when the pillar of fire destroyed the darkness of sin! 
This is the night when Christians everywhere, 
washed clean of sin and freed from all defilement, 
are restored to grace and grow together in holiness. 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death 
and rose triumphant from the grave. 
Night truly blessed, when heaven is wedded to earth, 
and we are reconciled to you! 
 



Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
Accept this Easter candle, a flame divided but undimmed, 
a pillar of fire that glows to your honor. 
Let it mingle with the lights of heaven, 
and continue bravely burning to dispel the darkness of the night! 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 
May the Morning Star, which never sets, find this flame still burning. 
Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from the dead, 
and shed his peaceful light on all creation, 
your Son who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Amen. 
 
At the threshold of your home, extinguish your candles, and move into your 
home. Find a comfortable place to gather. You may also choose to remain 
outside, sitting on a porch or back deck,  in order to witness the dark 
moving to light. 
 
 

 
 



PART 2: SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
Friends in Christ, 
Let us listen attentively to the word of God, recalling God’s saving deeds 
throughout history and how, in the fullness of time, God’s Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us: Jesus Christ our Redeemer! 
 
Reading from Genesis 1:1-2:2: The Story of Creation 
When God began to create the heavens and the earth the earth was without 
shape or form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the 
waters God said, “Let there be light.”  And so light appeared. God saw how 
good the light was. God separated the light from the darkness. God named 
the light Day and the darkness Night. There was evening and there was 
morning: the first day.  
 
God said, “Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters to separate the 
waters from each other.” God made the dome and separated the waters under 
the dome from the waters above the dome. And it happened in that way. God 
named the dome Sky. There was evening and there was morning: the second 
day.  
 
God said, “Let the waters under the sky come together into one place so that 
the dry land can appear.”  And that’s what happened. God named the dry land 
Earth, and he named the gathered waters Seas. God saw how good it was.  
God said, “Let the earth grow plant life: plants yielding seeds and fruit trees 
bearing fruit with seeds inside it, each according to its kind throughout the 
earth.” And that’s what happened. The earth produced plant life: plants 
yielding seeds, each according to its kind, and trees bearing fruit with seeds 
inside it, each according to its kind. God saw how good it was. There was 
evening and there was morning: the third day.  
 



God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night. They will mark events, sacred seasons, days, and years. They will 
be lights in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth.”  And that’s what 
happened. God made the stars and two great lights: the larger light to rule 
over the day and the smaller light to rule over the night. God put them in the 
dome of the sky to shine on the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was. There 
was evening and there was morning: the fourth day.  
 
God said, “Let the waters swarm with living things, and let birds fly above the 
earth up in the dome of the sky.” God created the great sea animals and all 
the tiny living things that swarm in the waters, each according to its kind, and 
all the winged birds, each according to its kind. God saw how good it was. 
Then God blessed them: “Be fertile and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let the birds multiply on the earth.” There was evening and there was 
morning: the fifth day.  
 
God said, “Let the earth produce every kind of living thing: livestock, crawling 
things, and wildlife.” And that’s what happened. God made every kind of 
wildlife, every kind of livestock, and every kind of creature that crawls on the 
ground. God saw how good it was.  
 
Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that 
they may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, 
all the earth, and all the crawling things on earth.” God created humanity in 
God’s own image, in the divine image God created them, male and female 
God created them.  
 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and 
master it. Take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, and 
everything crawling on the ground.” Then God said, “I now give to you all the 
plants on the earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its 
seeds within it. These will be your food. To all wildlife, to all the birds in the 



sky, and to everything crawling on the ground—to everything that breathes—I 
give all the green grasses for food.”  
 
And that’s what happened. God saw everything he had made: it was 
supremely good. There was evening and there was morning: the sixth day.  
The heavens and the earth and all who live in them were completed. On the 
sixth day God completed all the work that he had done, and on the seventh 
day God rested from all the work that he had done. 
 
 
Sung Response: “The Lord Is My Light” 
Sing this three times after the first reading, and once after each consecutive 
reading: 

 
 
Let us pray: 
Almighty and Eternal God, you created all things in wonderful beauty and 
order. Help us now to perceive how still more wonderful is the new creation, 
by which in the fullness of time you redeemed your people through the 
sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



Reading from Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21:Deliverance at the Red Sea 
As Pharaoh drew closer, the Israelites looked back and saw the Egyptians 
marching toward them. The Israelites were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 
They said to Moses, “Weren’t there enough graves in Egypt that you took us 
away to die in the desert? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 
Egypt like this? Didn’t we tell you the same thing in Egypt? ‘Leave us alone! 
Let us work for the Egyptians!’ It would have been better for us to work for the 
Egyptians than to die in the desert.” 
 
But Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid. Stand your ground, and watch 
the Lord rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never ever 
see again. The Lord will fight for you. You just keep still.” 
 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
get moving. As for you, lift your shepherd’s rod, stretch out your hand over the 
sea, and split it in two so that the Israelites can go into the sea on dry ground. 
But me, I’ll make the Egyptians stubborn so that they will go in after them, and 
I’ll gain honor at the expense of Pharaoh, all his army, his chariots, and his 
cavalry. The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord, when I gain honor at the 
expense of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his cavalry.” 
 
God’s messenger, who had been in front of Israel’s camp, moved and went 
behind them. The column of cloud moved from the front and took its place 
behind them. It stood between Egypt’s camp and Israel’s camp. The cloud 
remained there, and when darkness fell it lit up the night. They didn’t come 
near each other all night. 
 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord pushed the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, turning the sea into dry land. The waters 
were split into two. The Israelites walked into the sea on dry ground. The 
waters formed a wall for them on their right hand and on their left. The 
Egyptians chased them and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 
horses, chariots, and cavalry. As morning approached, the Lord looked down 



on the Egyptian camp from the column of lightning and cloud and threw the 
Egyptian camp into a panic. The Lord jammed their chariot wheels so that 
they wouldn’t turn easily. The Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the 
Israelites, because the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt!” Then the Lord 
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the water comes 
back and covers the Egyptians, their chariots, and their cavalry.” So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea. At daybreak, the sea returned to its 
normal depth. The Egyptians were driving toward it, and the Lord tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
cavalry, Pharaoh’s entire army that had followed them into the sea. Not one of 
them remained. The Israelites, however, walked on dry ground through the 
sea. The waters formed a wall for them on their right hand and on their left. 
The Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians that day. Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore.  Israel saw the amazing power of the Lord against the 
Egyptians. The people were in awe of the Lord, and they believed in the Lord 
and in his servant Moses. 
 
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand. All 
the women followed her playing tambourines and dancing. Miriam sang the 
refrain back to them: Sing to the Lord, for an overflowing victory! Horse and 
rider he threw into the sea! 
 
 
Sung Response: “The Lord Is My Light” 
 
Let us pray: 
God of steadfast love, your wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own 
day. Through the waters of the sea, you once delivered your chosen people 
from slavery, a sign for us of the salvation of all nations through the grace of 
Baptism. Grant that all of the peoples of the earth may be numbered among 
the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



Reading from Ezekiel 37:1-14: The Valley of Dry Bones  
The Lord’s power overcame me, and while I was in the Lord’s spirit, he led me 
out and set me down in the middle of a certain valley. It was full of bones. He 
led me through them all around, and I saw that there were a great many of 
them on the valley floor, and they were very dry. He asked me, “Human one, 
can these bones live again?” 
 
I said, “Lord God, only you know.” He said to me, “Prophesy over these 
bones, and say to them, Dry bones, hear the Lord’s word! The Lord God 
proclaims to these bones: I am about to put breath in you, and you will live 
again. I will put sinews on you, place flesh on you, and cover you with skin. 
When I put breath in you, and you come to life, you will know that I am the 
Lord.” I prophesied just as I was commanded. There was a great noise as I 
was prophesying, then a great quaking, and the bones came together, bone 
by bone. When I looked, suddenly there were sinews on them. The flesh 
appeared, and then they were covered over with skin. But there was still no 
breath in them. 
 
He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, human one! Say to the 
breath, The Lord God proclaims: Come from the four winds, breath! Breathe 
into these dead bodies and let them live.” I prophesied just as he commanded 
me. When the breath entered them, they came to life and stood on their feet, 
an extraordinarily large company. 
 
He said to me, “Human one, these bones are the entire house of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are completely 
finished.’ So now, prophesy and say to them, The Lord God proclaims: I’m 
opening your graves! I will raise you up from your graves, my people, and I 
will bring you to Israel’s fertile land. You will know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and raise you up from your graves, my people. I will put my 
breath in you, and you will live. I will plant you on your fertile land, and you will 
know that I am the Lord. I’ve spoken, and I will do it. This is what the Lord 
says.” 



Sung Response: “The Lord Is My Light” 
 
Let us pray: 
O God, you have created all things by the breath of your Spirit and the power 
of your Word.  Breathe into us yet again, renewing our bodies and all of your 
creation that we might rise up from our graves and live for your glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Reading from Romans 6:3-11:  Buried and Raised with Christ in Baptism  
Or don’t you know that all who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore, we were buried together with him through baptism 
into his death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too can walk in newness of life. If we were united 
together in a death like his, we will also be united together in a resurrection 
like his. This is what we know: the person that we used to be was crucified 
with him in order to get rid of the corpse that had been controlled by sin. That 
way we wouldn’t be slaves to sin anymore, because a person who has died 
has been freed from sin’s power. But if we died with Christ, we have faith that 
we will also live with him. We know that Christ has been raised from the dead 
and he will never die again. Death no longer has power over him. He died to 
sin once and for all with his death, but he lives for God with his life. In the 
same way, you also should consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God 
in Christ Jesus. 
 
Sung Response: “The Lord Is My Light” 
 
Let us pray: 
Eternal Giver of life and light; this holy morning shines with the radiance of the 
risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given to us in Baptism, that we 
may worship you in sincerity and truth, and shine as a light in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



A Reading from the Gospel of John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple 
set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in 
and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to 
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had 
said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For 
whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 



Sung Response: “Jesus, the Lord Is Risen! Alleluia!” 

 

 
 
 

PART 3: WE REMEMBER OUR BAPTISM 
 
With everyone standing as they can, from the bowl of water, splash water on 
your face and make the sign of the cross on your forehead. 
 
Praying: 
Through the sacrament of baptism 
God’s Spirit has been poured out upon water, 
water poured over and immersing us, 
water that flows freely for all who will receive it, 
water from the streams of God’s saving power and justice, 
water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, 
water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth. 
 
Today, through this water,  
we renew our commitments to Christ who has raised us, 
the Spirit who has birthed us,  
and the Creator who is making all things new. 



Today, through this water,  
we renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,  
reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of our sin. 
 
Today, through this water,  
we accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil,  
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. 
 
Today, through this water,  
we confess Jesus Christ as our Savior,  
put our whole trust in his grace,  
and promise to serve him as our Lord,  
in union with the church which Christ has opened  
to people of all ages, nations, and races. 
 
Today, through this water,  
we commit to be faithful members of Christ’s holy church 
and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. 
 
Today, through this water,  
we receive and profess the Christian faith  
as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments  
and put our whole trust in God, the Father Almighty,  
in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
and in the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Almighty God, the life you birthed in us  
by baptism into Jesus Christ will never die. 
Your justice never fails. 
Your mercy is everlasting. 
Your healing river flows. 
Your Spirit blows where you will. 



We cannot stop you, God! 
But we confess that we try.  
 
We try to block the flow, 
we redirect the winds of the Spirit, 
or we walk so far away from the life-giving stream 
that we do not hear its sound, 
and we forget its power. 
We parch ourselves. 
We are dry and thirsty, O God, 
forgive us we pray. 
Silence is held for personal confession. 
 
For your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who died and rose for us while we were yet sinners,  
for mercy that flows like a never-ending stream,  
gracious God, we thank you. Amen! 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
Signs of peace and love are exchanged. 
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Go forth into this day upheld by the truth of new life,  
by the power of resurrection.  
Go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 


