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Straight Heart from 
the 



Each week of this series includes sharing food, so preparations include making 

a meal or snack to be ready at the time of gathering. Print out copies of the 

attached Heart of the Matter Doodle Sheets for children (or “doodlers” of 

ANY age!) Doodle and color every time you hear the word “heart.” 

As you prepare for the start of worship, you might want to put on some 

music, like Ziggy Marley’s song, “Love is My Religion,” that helps begin to 

bring you together and offers a way to begin to center and focus, letting other 

distractions fall away (turning off the TV, calling folks into the dining room, 

pouring something to drink, etc.). 

  Spend Time 
We continue with our Easter Season because Easter isn’t just one day. It is the 

message of God’s desire for us to live fully every day. The early church 

practiced their hope in this way: 

Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they 

broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 

praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. (Acts 2: 46-47a) 

We create a place of worship in our hearts that connects us across boundaries, 

distance and time. As we share in this worship, we will stay connected. At the 

“heart of the matter,” we are connected through the Spirit that makes us one 

in love. 

JOIN US FOR 

WORSHIP 

TOGETHER 

ONLINE AT 10:00 

AM ON SUNDAY! 

 

CLICK HERE or 

Call 646-558-8656 

and use 

meeting ID 

703 403 958# 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5Wk-7-bLRM
https://zoom.us/j/703403958


Opening Act of Centering Our Hearts as One 
 We are going to center our hearts as one to begin.

 Let’s take a deep breath together. 

Love's Holy Living God, Heartbeat of Creation, 

help us to take this time to center on you, 

for you made us, you gave us life, 

and you continue to be with us  

every moment . . .   

Every breath . . .  

Every step . . .   

Hear this assurance from God: 

Be still, O heart, you’re not alone, 

your beat is shared with me. 

Come now, and calm, and center here, 

you’re mine, secure and free. 

 Let’s take another deep breath, making sure our shoulders and any tension 

we feel in our bodies is letting go with the breath. 

 Let’s take another one. 

 Let us imagine letting go of our worries for now 

 and placing them into God’s heart of love. 

 We offer a prayer song of letting go: 

Into your care, we offer now, 

our worries, fears and strife. 

We turn to you and know you’re near– 

Your light, our love and life. 

 Let’s light our candle now, reminding us of Christ’s presence with us. 

Presentation of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 
 As we recall our Lord present with us, we give our thanksgivings of hearts 

and resources, to God’s glory. Today is Native American Ministries 

Sunday (NAMS). Here are the ways you can financially support our 

church, and NAMS, if you are able: 

 Mail a check to the church at 24422 Mervell Dean Road, 

Hollywood, MD 20636 

 Click here to give online. We made some changes, so it may 

look a little different, but returning donors shouldn’t have to 

change anything. 

 Text HUMCMD to 73256 (Standard text message rates do apply.) 

 Click here to give via PayPal. 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
http://paypal.me/HUMCMD


 We also share our thanksgivings and moments where we have encountered 

God and known God’s presence this week.  Please name them now. 

 God of us all, thank you for being present with us. We are grateful. We ask 

that you bless us to serve, bless us to be signs of your peace, and bless us to 

bless others. Amen. 

  Break Bread 
 Blessing the Meal 

 We’re going to share a story today about another meal that Jesus 

attended. Because it happened in an unexpected way, listen for how 

people didn’t recognize him at first. It took sitting down to the table for 

people to realize that Christ was with them still. Every time we gather 

around a table, we can recognize that Christ is with us, inside each one of 

us every time we love each other by sharing food together. Let us pray 

this “repeat after me prayer”!  

Leader: Holy and Surprising God  

Family: Holy and Surprising God  

Leader: We gather in your name 

Family: We gather in your name 

Leader: invited by Jesus 

Family: invited by Jesus 

Leader: bound together with your Spirit 

Family: bound together with your Spirit 

Leader: in union with each other 

Family: in union with each other 

Leader: Feed our bodies and our spirits 

Family: Feed our bodies and our spirits 

Leader: with your comforting presence 

Family: with your comforting presence 

Leader: so that we might be your comfort to others 

Family: so that we might be your comfort to others 

Leader: Bless this food 

Family: Bless this food 

Leader: and break open our hearts 

Family: and break open our hearts 

Leader: Bless this drink 

Family: Bless this drink 

Leader: and pour our your love 

Family: and pour our your love 



Leader: Amen 

Family: Amen 

And now I invite you to pick s a plate of food or a cup of drink from the 

table and let us say the one word that is at the heart of the matter in every 

blessing we do at our tables, repeating after me:  

Leader: Grateful 

Family: Grateful 

Let us “break bread” while we “break open the Word” in our scriptures. 

  Breaking Open the Word with Scripture 
Epistle Lesson     Luke 24:13-35  (NRSV)  

On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking to each other about 

everything that had happened. While they were discussing these things, Jesus 

himself arrived and joined them on their journey. They were prevented from 

recognizing him. 

He said to them, “What are you talking 

about as you walk along?” They 

stopped, their faces downcast. The one 

named Cleopas replied, “Are you the 

only visitor to Jerusalem who is 

unaware of the things that have taken 

place there over the last few days?” He 

said to them, “What things?” 

They said to him, “The things about 

Jesus of Nazareth. Because of his 

powerful deeds and words, he was 

recognized by God and all the people as 

a prophet. But our chief priests and our 

leaders handed him over to be 

sentenced to death, and they crucified 

him. We had hoped he was the one 

who would redeem Israel. All these things happened three days ago. But 

there’s more: Some women from our group have left us stunned. They went 

to the tomb early this morning and didn’t find his body. They came to us 

saying that they had even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. 

Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found things just as 

the women said. They didn’t see him.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you 

from believing all that the prophets talked about. Wasn’t it necessary for the 

Christ to suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then he 



interpreted for them the things written about himself in all the scriptures, 

starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets. 

When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was 

going on ahead. But they urged him, saying, “Stay 

with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost 

over.” So he went in to stay with them. After he 

took his seat at the table with them, he took the 

bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 

Their eyes were opened and they recognized him, 

but he disappeared from their sight. They said to 

each other, “Weren’t our hearts on fire when he 

spoke to us along the road and when he explained 

the scriptures for us?” 

They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven 

and their companions gathered together. They were saying to each other, 

“The Lord really has risen! He appeared to Simon!” Then the two disciples 

described what had happened along the road and how Jesus was made 

known to them as he broke the bread. 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

After Christ was no longer with his disciples in the flesh, several letters 

began to circulate, making the rounds to the early Christian communities. 

This one is from a letter called “First Peter” that is recorded in our New 

Testament. It reminds people that the story of Jesus is about new birth for 

all people, and we are to be seeds of God’s life-giving love. 

Christ was chosen before the creation of the world, 

but was only revealed at the end of time. This was  

done for you, who through Christ are faithful to 

the God who raised him from the dead and gave 

him glory. So now, your faith and hope should rest 

in God. 

As you set yourselves apart by your obedience to 

the truth so that you might have genuine affection 

for your fellow believers, love each other deeply 

and earnestly. Do this because you have been given 

new birth—not from the type of seed that decays 

but from seed that doesn’t. This seed is God’s life-

giving and enduring word. 1 Peter 1:17-23 

Jesus’ table ministry was a preeminent way that he showed and shared a 

depth of love unseen in his time. He ate and spent time with those 

considered unworthy of his attention. Even in his post-resurrection 



appearances, it was in the breaking of bread that he was “recognized”–

perhaps because so many times in his ministry, it was at tables that he invited 

people to open up and share “straight from the heart”–getting right to the 

heart of the matter. As we gather this day, we remember that, at the heart, 

his message was unconditional love. To offer ourselves “straight from the 

heart” is the seed he planted in us, and this is the growth we must continue 

to nurture. 

Action Response 

I invite you put both hands on your heart, close 

your eyes for just a moment, and think about a 

message of love. Then reach out and connect 

your hands with those who are with you, around 

or across the table. If you are alone, reach out 

your hands to your sides and imagine two people 

on either side of you who you want to offer love 

to right now. You can reach out with text or call 

later to let them know you were thinking of 

them at this moment. In this moment, we let this 

simple hand hold plant more seeds of love, 

straight from our hearts. 

Reflection on Scripture  Rev. Katie Paul 

Before watching Pastor Katie’s sermon video, click here for a short video 

encouraging us to read scripture with open hearts.  

The link for Pastor Katie’s sermon is in the email. 

 Breaking Open our Lives with Discussion 
Our theme scripture says, “they ate their food with glad and generous hearts.” 

One way we can be glad and generous is to share about how we are finding 

strength, hope, love and peace in these days. This is part of “breaking bread” 

with each other as we break open our hearts to one another as well. In this 

week’s scripture, Jesus shared with people straight from his heart.  

What have you found yourself saying to people “straight from the heart” 

in the last few weeks that you didn’t say as much before? 

Have you heard or seen something this week that felt loving?  

Or if you can’t think of something from this week, what do you have in 

your memory as something that was loving? 

Let’s complete this sentence, 

“I see Love shared (in/when/where )  .” 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/an-open-hearted-response
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/an-open-hearted-response


Breaking Open our Hearts with Prayer 
 For those who have lost loved ones 

 For those who are sick and recovering 

 For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home 

 For those who are caring for persons in medical care 

 For those who are separated from loved ones 

 For those who are feeling alone and isolated 

 For those who are helping and are so very tired 

 For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort 

 For those who are afraid 

 Let us take another breath of Spirit as our “Amen.” 

 We know that God sends out our prayers and the Spirit, 

Breath of God, is blowing from within us outward, 

 as a Spirit of Compassion and Presence. 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

As a sign of God’s everlasting love that abides with us, we pray together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

  PRAISE GOD! 

Leader: We know Jesus is present among us  

Family: We know Jesus is present among us  

Leader: even in this very home  

Family: even in this very home  

Leader: We will not let fear be louder than love  

Family: We will not let fear be louder than love  

Leader: but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls  

Family: but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls  

Leader: we will sing God’s praise  

Family: we will sing God’s praise  

Leader: for we are Easter People!  

Family: for we are Easter People!  



Have Good Will 
Our faith is not one that stayed buried in the tomb, but rose and lives 

victorious. Let’s decide how we will share God’s love with the world that 

needs it! What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to 

create a way to let more and more people know the message of Christ, “You 

are not alone. I am here. I love you straight from the heart.” What can we do 

to create more love in our household, in our family, in our relationships 

with those we cannot be with right now? How can we offer love to those 

who are working so hard right now? How can we offer love to those who 

feeling short on love, peace or comfort? Make your own plan today. 

If you want a suggestion to get started, you could start filling a box or 

grocery bag with food donations (can, boxes, jars, bags, all sorts of non-

perishables) for those who are struggling to put food on their table.  You 

could decorate your container to say “Feast of Love.” You can add items 

from your pantry and/or add a few extras to your grocery list.  When you 

place items in your box/bag, say a prayer 

of thanks for those who prepared the 

food and say a prayer of goodwill for 

those who will eat it.  You can drop the 

food donations off a the church to go to 

The Mission and HOPE who are serving 

the hungry in our midst. ” 

* Benediction  Based on Psalm 16 

 As we close this time together, remember:  

 God is always with you. No matter what you face,  

 no matter what trials or hardships come your way,  

 God is right beside you, whispering “Peace be with you,”  

 guiding and directing your path.  

 So do not live in fear, but in joy.  

 Take heart! This is the heart of the matter. 

 Amen.  

All scripture passages copied from BibleGateway.com 

Adapted from www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series by Dr. Marcia McFee 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series


This Week’s Psalm Reader:  

S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  

This Week’s Worship Leaders:  

This Week’s Acolytes:  

This Week’s Gospel Readers:  

 

Youth group and parents: Join our new Remind group for quick 

reminders and info. Click here or text @gh78b4 to 81010.   

On Sundays at 6:30 PM, join for a time to reconnect and share! Click 

here or call 646-558-8656 and use Meeting ID  249-232-472#. 

Y O U T H  G R O U P  

Lunch Bunch is meeting on Zoom on Wednesdays at noon! You can 

join them! Zoom! Click here or call 646-558-8656 and us meeting ID: 

843 672 200#. Lunch Bunch’s discussions center on that day’s Upper 

Room devotional, which you can access here. 

L U N C H  B U N C H  

Through HeartFELT, HUMC is still feeding people and helping the 

community by using our food stock in a different way, distributing it to 

various soup kitchens and pantries helping those in need in the county. 

You can drop off your non-perishable food donations in the breezeway 

during office hours. Just knock on the hallway door and yell, “FOOD 

DONATIONS, WADE!” 

H E A R T F E L T  

https://www.remind.com/join/gh78b4
https://zoom.us/j/249232472
https://zoom.us/j/249232472
https://zoom.us/j/843672200
https://www.upperroom.org/




Names in bold indicate new requests or those who need extra prayer this week. 

Please email your prayer requests to pastor@hollywoodumcmd.org or leave a 

voicemail for Pastor Katie at 301-373-2500 x2 

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  

PRAY for  
Wendy Zollinhofer Hite (1/23) 

Anna Hopkins (4/10) 

Agnes Phillips (1/19) 

Michael Spence (2/16) 

Mike Britt 

Mike Knight 

PRAY for those from our church 
who are battling cancer  

Richard Sandidge 

Janet Taylor 

Gabriel Crow 

AJ Davis 

Danny Davis 

John Felicitas 

Curtis Graves 

Nathan Gray 

Wendy Hollingsworth 

Ed Jackanowski 

Debbie Wood Jones  

Gene Keller, Jr. 

PRAY for friends and relatives of our 
church family with cancer  

Sarah Mullins 

Bob Napier 

Val Othus 

Wendy Pratley 

Cathie Roche  

Rosemary Sanders 

Dorel Sighete 

Laura Theofilis 

Frankie Tippett 

Ludy Wickwire 

PRAY  for Pastor Katie & Ryan, 
and Ethan and Eli 

of our church family, 
PRAY for the healing 

Jerry Anteau (11/24) 

Allison Barrie (1/2) 

Debe Czerwiec (1/16) 

Marion Foote (12/29) 

Howard Gilmore (3/18) 

Kay Hall (2/11) 

Don Johnson (12/10) 

Brian Kukenbrod (1/12)  

Gabby Linsky (3/10) 

Max Long (3/10) 

Jim & Carole Lupis (3/10) 

Katherine Mauer (4/16) 

Joanna McClure (10/31) 

Gail Norris (10/6) 

Forrest Oney (12/30) 

Joyce Remmel (1/29) 

Josh Robe (2/25) 

Paul Wellman (3/10) 

Jim Wild (11/12) 

Olivia Wolcott 

Lee Yunker (1/2) 

friends & relatives Oneita Dohrman 

Alma Ewell 

Fred Filter 

Robert & Sharon Hayes 

Connie Langford 

PRAY for those who are 
homebound  or in nursing homes 

Marjorie Myers 

John Porter 

Joyce Remmel 

Emma Weaver 

Pray 
without ceasing 

mailto:pastor@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Prayer%20Request


A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Especially through this time of social distancing, it is good for us to 

gather together, even if it’s digitally! You are invited to participate from 

home by computer, tablet, smartphone, or call in by phone. This is a 

time for us to spend grounding ourselves in prayer and connecting with 

Hollywood UMC family instead of feeling isolated. 

On Tuesdays at 9:30 AM, click here or call 646-558-8656 and use 

Meeting ID  954 276 065#.  

On Thursdays at 1:00 PM, click here or call 646-558-8656 and use 

Meeting ID  149 156 081#. 

WEEKLY CHECK-INS & PRAYER TIME 

https://zoom.us/j/954276065
https://zoom.us/j/149156081


Email the church 

office and request 

a RightNow 

invitation 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media
mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media
mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media
mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media


U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
Monday, April 27 

 5:30 PM Worship Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

Thursday, April 30 

 6:30PM SPRC Meeting (Virtual) 

Thursday, May 7  National Day of Prayer 

Sunday, May 10  Mother’s Day 

Thursday, May 14   

 7:00 PM Trustees Meeting (???) 

 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (Zoom) 

Sunday, May 17  Current earliest possible date we can gather 

together for worship  

Thursday, May 21  No Evening Jazzercise 

Friday, May 22  Preschool Graduation 

  No Morning Jazzercise 

Monday, May 25  Memorial Day—Office Closed 

  No Jazzercise 

Sunday, May 31  Pentecost 

 9:45 AM Fifth Sunday Breakfast & Fellowship 

Tuesday, June 2  Election Day—Office Closed (Maybe) 

Sunday, June 7  Peace with Justice Sunday—Special Offering 

 Noon Farewell Celebration for Pastor Katie 

Sunday, June 21  Father’s Day 

Friday, July 3  Independence Day (Observed)—Office Closed 

Saturday, July 4  Independence Day 

July 17–19  Summerstock’s Production of Children of Eden 

(GMHS) (not canceled...yet) 

July 20–24  CAMP JOY (?) 

July 24–26  Summerstock’s Production of Children of Eden 

(GMHS) (not canceled...yet) 

July 27–31  Vacation Bible School 

  No Jazzercise 



C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S  

Choir Director 

Cathy Ertter  240-298-6102  

cathygreer44@yahoo.com 

24422 Mervell Dean Road, Hollywood, Maryland 20636 

 301-373-2500 www.hollywoodumcmd.org 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/ 

https://www.facebook.com/HollywoodUnitedMethodistChurch 

CHU RCH  OFF ICE  H OU RS  
 Monday—Friday 8:00 AM—2:00 PM 

WAYS  TO  GIVE  

PJ Connection 

Debbie Brookins  301-904-4882 

PJC@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Heart FELT Ministry 

Jeanne Rothwell  301-884-3256 

rubyred@md.metrocast.net  

Youth Ministry 

Candy Cain  301-373-2500 x3 

humcyouthgroup@outlook.com 

Pastor 

Rev. Katie Paul  580-761-4169 

pastor@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Outreach Chair 

Janet Cook  301-373-2309   

thecooks60@verizon.net 

Evangelism Chair 

Jim Grace  301-475-3446 

the.hollywoodumc@yahoo.com 

HUM Preschool & Kindergarten 

Tami Joy  301-373-2500 x4 

humpnk@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Office Manager 

Wade Thompson  301-373-2500 x1  

office@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Sunday School & Education 

Amy Hepp  240-538-1652 

education@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Lay Leader 

Brian Getty  301-690-2818 

brian.c.getty@md.metrocast.net 

Trustees Chair 

Chris Stacy  240-587-0552   

cstacy@stmaryshousing.org 

SPRC Chair 

Mike Schmitt  843-415-1360   

sprc@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Church Council Chair 

Paul Gilmore  410-231-1938 

paul@g-ent.com 

 Mail a check to the church at 24422 Mervell Dean Road, Hollywood, MD 20636 

 Click here to give online. We prefer giving via bank account rather than credit. 

 Text HUMCMD to 73256 (Standard text message rates apply.) 

 Click here to give via PayPal. 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
http://paypal.me/HUMCMD

