
SUNDAY EASTER of 
6th 

No Trouble in My Heart 



Each week of this series includes sharing food, so preparations include making 

a meal or snack to be ready at the time of gathering. Print out copies of the 

attached Heart of the Matter Doodle Sheets for children (or “doodlers” of 

ANY age!) Doodle and color every time you hear the word “heart.” 

As you prepare for the start of worship, you might want to put on some 

music, like Ziggy Marley’s song, “Love is My Religion,” that helps begin to 

bring you together and offers a way to begin to center and focus, letting other 

distractions fall away (turning off the TV, calling folks into the dining room, 

pouring something to drink, etc.). 

  Spend Time 
We continue with our Easter Season because Easter isn’t just one day. Today 

we hear Jesus’ say “do not let your hearts be troubled.” The early church knew 

that Christ went before them to prepare a place and so they prepared a place 

for each other in this way: 

Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they 

broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 

praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. (Acts 2: 46-47a) 

We create a place of worship in our hearts that connects us across boundaries, 

distance and time. As we share in this worship, we will stay connected. At the 

“heart of the matter,” we are connected through the Spirit that makes us one 

in love. 

JOIN US FOR 

WORSHIP 

TOGETHER 

ONLINE AT 10:00 

AM ON SUNDAY! 

 

CLICK HERE or 

Call 646-558-8656 

and use 

meeting ID 

703 403 958# 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5Wk-7-bLRM
https://zoom.us/j/703403958


Opening Act of Centering Our Hearts as One 
We are going to center our hearts as one to begin. I invite you to place your 

hand on your heart to feel connected to your heartbeat. 

Holy Living God, Heartbeat of Creation, 

help us to take this time to center on you, 

for you made us, you gave us life, 

and you continue to be with us  

Every moment . . .  

Every breath . . .  

Every step . . .   

Hear this assurance from God: 

Be still, O heart, you’re not alone, 

your beat is shared with me. 

Come now, and calm, and center here, 

you’re mine, secure and free. 

Let us imagine letting go of our worries for now and placing them into God’s 

heart of love. 

We offer a prayer song of letting go: 

Into your care, we offer now, our worries, fears and strife. 

We turn to you and know you’re near–Your light, our love and life. 

Let’s light our candle now, reminding us of Christ’s presence with us. 

Presentation of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 
As we recall our Lord present with us, we give our thanksgivings of hearts and 

resources, to God’s glory. Here are the ways you can financially support our 

church if you are able: 

 Mail a check to the church at 24422 Mervell Dean Road, 

Hollywood, MD 20636 

 Click here to give online. We made some changes, so it may look a little 

different, but returning donors shouldn’t have to change anything. 

 Text HUMCMD to 73256 (Standard text message rates do apply. Realm is 

making changes to their text giving system this week. What you see when you 

give via text may be a little different, but the functionality will be the same.) 

 Click here to give via PayPal. 

We also share our thanksgivings and moments where we have encountered 

God and known God’s presence this week. Please name them now. 

God of us all, thank you for being present with us. We are grateful. We ask 

that you bless us to serve, bless us to be signs of your peace, and bless us to 

bless others. Amen. 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
http://paypal.me/HUMCMD


  Break Bread 
Blessing the Meal 

We keep all our friends in our hearts. We keep hope in our hearts. We keep 

gratitude in our hearts. That is the heart of the message today. Let us pray this 

“repeat after me prayer.” 

Leader: God, our Host  

Family: God, our Host  

Leader: We gather in your name 

Family: We gather in your name 

Leader: invited by Jesus 

Family: invited by Jesus 

Leader: bound together with your Spirit 

Family: bound together with your Spirit 

Leader: in union with each other 

Family: in union with each other 

Leader: Feed our bodies and our spirits 

Family: Feed our bodies and our spirits 

Leader: with your comforting presence 

Family: with your comforting presence 

Leader: so that we might be your comfort to others 

Family: so that we might be your comfort to others 

Leader: Bless this food 

Family: Bless this food 

Leader: and break open our hearts 

Family: and break open our hearts 

Leader: Bless this drink 

Family: Bless this drink 

Leader: and pour our your love 

Family: and pour our your love 

Leader: Amen 

Family: Amen 

Let us “break bread” while we “break open the Word” in our scriptures. 



  Breaking Open the Word with Scripture 
Gospel Lesson                           John 14: 15-21 (Inclusive Bible translation)  

“If you love me and obey the command I give you,  

I will ask the One who sent me to give you another 

[Companion], another Helper to be with you always– 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept since 

the world neither sees nor recognizes… but you can 

recognize the Spirit because the Spirit remains with you 

and will be within you.  

I won’t leave you orphaned; I will come back to you. A little while now and 

the world will see no more; but you’ll see me; because I live, and you will live 

as well. On that day you’ll know that I am in God, and you are in me, and I 

am in you. 

Those who obey my commandments are the ones who love me, and those 

who love me will be loved by Abba God. I, too, will love them and will reveal 

myself to them. ! 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

Doing the “right thing” is something we try hard to do. Sometimes doing the 

right thing is difficult and means that we make sacrifices to make sure we do 

not harm others. We do it because love is the commandment we live by. In 

this excerpt from an early church letter, we hear the apostle encourage the 

people to always be ready to share from their hearts about the source of hope 

that is in them–Jesus Christ.  

1 Peter 3:13-16a (Inclusive Bible translation) 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 

But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are 

blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.  

How do we “sanctify Christ as Lord” in our hearts? To “sanctify” something is 

to set it apart as holy. Holiness resides within each one of us. It calls us to see 

holiness in others. It calls us to do the right thing in the name of Love, even 

when the right thing isn’t easy. Sometimes the right thing, and the hardest 

thing, is to follow the commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves. We 

often focus about loving our neighbor, but we also must hear the second part… 

love ourselves. The Spirit is in us, Jesus says, and to love ourselves is to love 

God, to love the Jesus in each of us, and to love the Spirit that is our 

Companion and Helper. 



Reflection on Scripture  Rev. Katie Paul 

Before watching Pastor Katie’s sermon video, click here for a short video.   

Here is the link for Pastor Katie’s sermon. 

Action Response 

I invite you to turn to someone (now or after 

worship if you are alone right now), and remind 

them that you love them, God loves them, and we 

hope they are giving some love to themselves too! 

Because it is the right thing to do! 

  

 

Breaking Open our Lives and 
Committing Ourselves to God’s Love 

Confirmation of Brianna Guevara, Alden Hepp, Jacob Milner, and Faith Stacy 

Breaking Open our Hearts with Prayer 
For those who have lost loved ones 

For those who are sick and recovering 

For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home 

For those who are caring for persons in medical care 

For those who are separated from loved ones 

For those who are feeling alone and isolated 

For those who are helping and are so very tired 

For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort 

For those who are afraid 

Let us take another breath of Spirit as our “Amen.” 

We know that God sends out our prayers and the Spirit, Breath of God, 

is blowing from within us outward, as a Spirit of Compassion and Presence. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As a sign of God’s everlasting love that abides with us, we pray together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/hearing-the-voice-of-love
https://youtu.be/AiCOo4SEmrQ


This month, we are going to join in communal prayer as a practice of faith and 

of care for our community.  A prayer calendar, specifically for COVID-19 

related needs is available to you from the Bishop of the North Carolina 

Conference of the United Methodist Church. This calendar comes out of her 

personal prayers during this pandemic. Our own bishop, Bishop Easterling, 

has also invited us to pray the Lord’s Prayer daily at Noon in solidarity with 

other faithful followers of Christ as we witness to Christ’s provision and 

compassion for the world and all its people. I invite you to join in one or both 

of these prayerful invitations each and every day. 

  PRAISE GOD! 

Leader: We know Jesus is present among us  

Family: We know Jesus is present among us  

Leader: even in this very home  

Family: even in this very home  

Leader: We will not let fear be louder than love  

Family: We will not let fear be louder than love  

Leader: but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls  

Family: but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls  

Leader: we will sing God’s praise  

Family: we will sing God’s praise  

Leader: for we are Easter People!  

Family: for we are Easter People!  

Have Good Will 
What message does the world need? Perhaps 

you will decide to create a way to let more 

and more people know the message of 

Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. And 

my Spirit is your Helper!” What can we do 

to create more love in our household, in our 

family, in our relationships with those we  

cannot be with right now? How can we offer our hearts to those who are 

working so hard right now? How can we tell others that we have hope? 

You could make a large paper heart out of whatever paper you have around. 

Fill the heart with names of people you are keeping in your heart now. This is 

a good time to talk with your family about people they are missing and hope 

to see when we are back together after we’ve been in quarantine.  Take a photo 

of the heart and send it by text or email to the people you have named to 

remind them that you hold them in love. 



* Benediction  Based on Psalm 16 

 As we close this time together, remember:  

 God is always with you. No matter what you face,  

 no matter what trials or hardships come your way,  

 God is right beside you, whispering “Peace be with you,”  

 guiding and directing your path.  

 So do not live in fear, but in joy.  

 Take heart! This is the heart of the matter. 

 Amen.  

Children’s Moment adapted from sermons4kids.com 

Adapted from www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series 

by Dr. Marcia McFee. 

sermons4kids.com
http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series


This Week’s Scripture Reader: Dusty Brill 

S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  

This Week’s Worship Leaders:  

This Week’s Acolytes:  

Youth group and parents: Join our new Remind group for quick 

reminders and info. Click here or text @gh78b4 to 81010.   

On Sundays at 6:30 PM, join for a time to reconnect and share! Click 

here or call 646-558-8656 and use Meeting ID  249-232-472#. 

Y O U T H  G R O U P  

Lunch Bunch is meeting on Zoom on Wednesdays at noon! You can 

join them! Zoom! Click here or call 646-558-8656 and us meeting ID: 

843 672 200#. Lunch Bunch’s discussions center on that day’s Upper 

Room devotional, which you can access here. 

L U N C H  B U N C H  

Pastor Katie, at the encouragement of the worship committee, will 

resume the practice of having scripture readers during our online 

worship services. If you would like to volunteer to read during one of 

our Sunday morning Zoom services, please let Pastor Katie know by 

text, email, or phone call. In addition to regular scripture readings, on 

Pentecost Sunday (May 31), we would like to include a video of the 

scripture reading in multiple languages to celebrate God speaking to us 

in the languages we know best, bringing the Good News to all. If you 

speak a language other than English and would be willing to video 

record a few verses (will be given to you, you don't have to translate 

yourself), please let Pastor Katie know your willingness and which 

language you speak. 

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D E R S  

https://www.remind.com/join/gh78b4
https://zoom.us/j/249232472
https://zoom.us/j/249232472
https://zoom.us/j/843672200
https://www.upperroom.org/


Names in bold indicate new requests or those who need extra prayer this week. 

Please email your prayer requests to pastor@hollywoodumcmd.org or leave a 

voicemail for Pastor Katie at 301-373-2500 x2 

PRAY for  
Wendy Zollinhofer Hite (1/23) 

Anna Hopkins (4/10) 

Agnes Phillips (1/19) 

Michael Spence (2/16) 

Mike Britt 

Mike Knight 

PRAY for those from our church 
who are battling cancer  

Richard Sandidge 

Janet Taylor 

Gabriel Crow 

AJ Davis 

Danny Davis 

John Felicitas 

Curtis Graves 

Nathan Gray 

Wendy Hollingsworth 

Ed Jackanowski 

Debbie Wood Jones  

Gene Keller, Jr. 

PRAY for friends and relatives of our 
church family with cancer  

Sarah Mullins 

Bob Napier 

Val Othus 

Wendy Pratley 

Cathie Roche  

Rosemary Sanders 

Dorel Sighete 

Laura Theofilis 

Frankie Tippett 

Ludy Wickwire 

PRAY  for Pastor Katie & Ryan, 
and Ethan and Eli 

of our church family, 
PRAY for the healing 

Jerry Anteau (11/24) 

Allison Barrie (1/2) 

Debe Czerwiec (1/16) 

Marion Foote (12/29) 

Howard Gilmore (3/18) 

Kay Hall (2/11) 

Don Johnson (12/10) 

Brian Kukenbrod (1/12)  

Gabby Linsky (3/10) 

Max Long (3/10) 

Jim & Carole Lupis (3/10) 

Katherine Mauer (4/16) 

Joanna McClure (10/31) 

Gail Norris (10/6) 

Forrest Oney (12/30) 

Joyce Remmel (1/29) 

Josh Robe (2/25) 

Paul Wellman (3/10) 

Jim Wild (11/12) 

Olivia Wolcott 

Lee Yunker (1/2) 

friends & relatives Oneita Dohrman 

Alma Ewell 

Fred Filter 

Robert & Sharon Hayes 

Connie Langford 

PRAY for those who are 
homebound  or in nursing homes 

Marjorie Myers 

John Porter 

Joyce Remmel 

Emma Weaver 

Pray 
without ceasing 

mailto:pastor@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Prayer%20Request


“More has been accomplished by prayer than 

the world will ever know. We may be unable 

to gather physically, but we can gather in 

prayer–and that is a powerful presence,” says 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, who invites you to 

join her at noon every day to pray the Lord’s 

Prayer.  The Contemporary English Bible 

version, is below. We invite you to use 

whichever version of the prayer is most 

comfortable. 

Our Father who is in heaven, 

uphold the holiness of your name. 

Bring in your kingdom so that your will 

is done on earth as it’s done in heaven. 

Give us the bread we need for today. 

Forgive us for the ways we have wronged 

you, just as we also forgive those 

who have wronged us. 

And don’t lead us into temptation, 

but rescue us from the evil one. 

(Matthew 6:9-13) 

The 

L ORD’S 
rayer P 

† 
— — 

Farewell Messages 
to Pastor Katie 

We want to include messages from 
everyone, young and old alike, families 
and individuals, at HUMC in our 
farewell gift for Pastor Katie. Please 
write a short message and email it to 
sprc@hollywoodumcmd.org. Your 
message will be copied and pasted into 
the gift. These messages must be 
received TODAY, Sunday, May 17, in 
order to be included in the gift. 

PLANS FOR IN PERSON WORSHIP 
Stay tuned for info on reopening procedures, dates, and other 

pertinent information. We have a team working on the plan 

and it will be shared in mid-May. 



Especially through this time of social distancing, it is good for us to 

gather together, even if it’s digitally! You are invited to participate from 

home by computer, tablet, smartphone, or call in by phone. This is a 

time for us to spend grounding ourselves in prayer and connecting with 

Hollywood UMC family instead of feeling isolated. We have eliminated 

the Tuesday morning Zoom check in. 

On Thursdays at 1:00 PM, click here or call 646-558-8656 and use 

Meeting ID  149 156 081#. 

WEEKLY CHECK-INS & PRAYER TIME 

Through HeartFELT, HUMC is still feeding people and helping the 

community by using our food stock in a different way, distributing it to 

various soup kitchens and pantries helping those in need in the county. 

You can drop off your non-perishable food donations in the breezeway 

during office hours. Just knock on the hallway door and yell, “FOOD 

DONATIONS, WADE!” 

H E A R T F E L T  

For those making cloth masks, if you are willing to make a few for the 

church to use for visitors or worshipers who forget theirs at home, 

please let Pastor Katie know you will make masks and how many you 

would like to commit to making. 

M A S K S  

Ladies, it’s not too late to join us on Tuesdays at 6:45 PM on Zoom. If 

you are interested in joining us, email Amy Hepp. The study is titled 

“What the Women Saw.” Contact Amy TODAY and be a part of this 

great study! 

W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y  

https://zoom.us/j/149156081
mailto:aehepp@hotmail.com


I believe that God has used the last 

couple of months to draw our 

congregation closer to one another, 

even and especially in the midst of 

hardships and unique challenges. 

For grace, generosity, and love that 

have been abundant, I am very 

grateful. 

Our Governor, Larry Hogan, recently announced that as of Friday, 

May 15, the State of Maryland would enter Phase One of our state 

recovery process and shift from the stay at home order to a safer at home 

public health advisory. Governor Hogan shared that “churches and houses 

of worship may begin to safely hold religious services. Outdoor services 

are strongly encouraged. Indoor services are permitted with 50% capacity, 

with appropriate distancing, masking and appropriate distancing 

protocols.” Our St. Mary's County Commissioners have further discerned 

that we should cautiously work our way into this new guidance and have 

asked us to keep gatherings to ten people or less. 

In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians he writes: Everything is permitted, 

but everything isn’t beneficial. Everything is permitted, but everything 

doesn’t build others up (1 Corinthians 10:23 CEB). I believe this verse 

applies well to our current situation. Our Governor is giving more 

latitude for reopening decisions to be made in local contexts and our 

County Commissioners are echoing that sentiment but with more caution 

given our current local public health situation. These are not easy 

decisions and they take a lot of thought, prayer and wisdom on the part of 

those tasked with making them. In the context of Hollywood UMC, it is 

I, as your pastor, together with the worship committee, who will have the 

task of making decisions about how and when we return to in person 

worship and other ministry activities and programs. 

I want to be clear that the guiding principle and theological undergirding 

of those decisions will be “First, do no harm.” This is one of the Three 

Simple Rules laid out by John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. This 

principle gleaned from the teachings of Jesus and of the early disciples 

instructs us to not only think of our own selves as we make decisions 

about what we do, but to think of how our actions and witness impact 

others. Eugene Peterson says it this way, “We want to live well, but our 

foremost efforts should be to help others live well.” (1 Corinthians 10:23, 

The Message). 

Reopening 
Update 



As we consider what our reopening will look like, we will take a cautious 

approach in decisions about the use of our physical building and gathering 

the community of Hollywood UMC together in the same physical space. 

As much as I personally have a deep desire to be face to face with all of 

you, whom I love so much, I have a deeper desire to protect the well-being 

of our church family and the community that we serve. Because of that, I 

have to be clear that we are not ready at this time to re-open our building 

and physically gather for worship. 

The worship committee will be meeting again in the week to continue the 

task of discerning when it will be appropriate to begin worshipping in 

person and what will be required to do so in a safe manner. I ask that you 

pray for us in this challenging task, that you would offer us grace if you 

don’t concur with every choice we make and that you would have 

patience as we discern how we can best move forward in a safe and 

responsible manner. 

As we await the day when it is appropriate for us to gather in person, 

please know that we will continue to offer online worship for our 

community and opportunities for prayer and study online. You are 

encouraged to continue to call those who make up our beloved 

community and to send cards to keep connected. I also want to share that 

there are plans being made for a celebration my ministry at Hollywood 

UMC where you will be able to say farewell to me in person (distanced, of 

course) and online. More details on this will be forthcoming. 

In the meantime, let us be thankful for all that God is doing in our midst. 

Our church has continued to be a vibrant and spirit-filled body during this 

season. Let us embrace the gifts that God will offer in the days ahead. I am 

ever grateful to be your pastor and I trust more than ever, that God is 

leading us into the future on a path that will be fruitful. 

Lovingly, 

Pastor Katie 



Email the church 

office and request 

a RightNow 

invitation 

mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media
mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media
mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media
mailto:office@hollywoodumcmd.org?subject=Right%20Now%20Media


Thursday, May 21   

 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting via Zoom 

Monday, May 25  Memorial Day—Office Closed 

Sunday, May 31  Pentecost 

Tuesday, June 2  Election Day—Office Closed 

Sunday, June 7  Peace with Justice Sunday—Special Offering 

  Farewell Celebration for Pastor Katie 

  (Stay tuned for info on how this will happen.) 

Thursday, June 11 

 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (Zoom probably) 

Sunday, June 14  Pastor Katie’s Last Sunday with Us 

Sunday, June 21  Father’s Day 

Friday, July 3  Independence Day (Observed)—Office Closed 

Saturday, July 4  Independence Day 

Stay tuned 

for info on 

how we will be doing 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

this summer. 



Choir Director 

Cathy Ertter  240-298-6102  

cathygreer44@yahoo.com 

24422 Mervell Dean Road, Hollywood, Maryland 20636 

 301-373-2500 www.hollywoodumcmd.org 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/ 

https://www.facebook.com/HollywoodUnitedMethodistChurch 

 Monday—Friday 8:00 AM—2:00 PM 

PJ Connection 

Debbie Brookins  301-904-4882 

PJC@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Heart FELT Ministry 

Jeanne Rothwell  301-884-3256 

rubyred@md.metrocast.net  

Youth Ministry 

Candy Cain  301-373-2500 x3 

humcyouthgroup@outlook.com 

Pastor 

Rev. Katie Paul  580-761-4169 

pastor@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Outreach Chair 

Janet Cook  301-373-2309   

thecooks60@verizon.net 

Evangelism Chair 

Jim Grace  301-475-3446 

the.hollywoodumc@yahoo.com 

HUM Preschool & Kindergarten 

Tami Joy  301-373-2500 x4 

humpnk@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Office Manager 

Wade Thompson  301-373-2500 x1  

office@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Sunday School & Education 

Amy Hepp  240-538-1652 

education@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Lay Leader 

Brian Getty  301-690-2818 

brian.c.getty@md.metrocast.net 

Trustees Chair 

Chris Stacy  240-587-0552   

cstacy@stmaryshousing.org 

SPRC Chair 

Mike Schmitt  843-415-1360   

sprc@hollywoodumcmd.org 

Church Council Chair 

Paul Gilmore  410-231-1938 

paul@g-ent.com 

 Mail a check to the church at 24422 Mervell Dean Road, Hollywood, MD 20636 

 Click here to give online. We prefer giving via bank account rather than credit. 

 Text HUMCMD to 73256 (Standard text message rates apply.) 

 Click here to give via PayPal. 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
http://paypal.me/HUMCMD

