


Prelude  Mary Jane Seanor 

  “The First Noel/Christmas Eve Waltz” 

Call to Worship  From re-worship.blogspot.com 

   Written by Rev. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy 

   First Church Congregational in Rochester, NH  

 Pastor: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – 

  On them light has shined 

 People: We long for a light to guide us. 

 Pastor: You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy. 

 People: We long for God's joy in our lives. 

 Pastor: For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 People: We long to be relieved of all that we carry. 

 Pastor: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

  he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 People: He is named Emmanuel: 

  God with us. 

  In this tiny baby, this vulnerable child, 

  we find our light, our joy, our comfort. 

  Joy to the World! 

  The Lord is come! 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prayer   From the Book of Worship 

 People: Send, O God, into the darkness of this troubled world, 

  the light of your Son. 

  Let the star of your hope touch the minds of all people 

  with the bright beams of mercy and truth; 

  and so direct our steps that we may ever walk 

  in the way revealed to us, 

  as the shepherds of Bethlehem walked with joy 

  to the manger where he dwelled, 

  who now and ever reigns in our hearts, 

  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 



Special Song  “In the Bleak Mid-Winter” Hymnal #221 

   Cathy Ertter 

 In the bleak midwinter 

Frosty wind made moan 

Earth stood hard as iron 

Water like a stone 

Snow had fallen snow on snow 

Snow on snow 

In the bleak midwinter 

Long ago 

 Our God heav'n cannot hold Him 

Nor earth sustain 

Heav'n and earth shall flee away 

When He comes to reign 

In the bleak midwinter 

A stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty 

Jesus Christ 

 Angels and archangels 

May have gathered there 

Cherubim and seraphim 

Thronged the air 

But His mother only 

In her maiden bliss 

Worshipped the Beloved 

With a kiss 

 What can I give Him 

Poor as I am 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part 

Yet what can I give Him 

Give my heart 



Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory  “Mary, Did You Know?” 

   Sarah Burr 

Thanksgiving Over Offering 

Gospel Lesson   John 1:1–5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession From the Book of Worship 

  Holy God, heaven and earth are met this day 

  in the newborn Child, Savior of the world. 

  We celebrate his birth; 

  for in him you come to be close to us, 

  that we might be close to you. 

  Especially, we give thanks 

  for the birth, life, death, and resurrection 

  of our Lord Jesus Christ and for all he means to us . . .  

  for prospects of peace in the world . . . 

  for confidence in your almighty love . . . 

  for those who generously give . . . 

  for those who graciously receive . . . 

  for the Church’s nurturing us in the faith . . . 

  God of all mercy, 

  as you have come in Jesus Christ to be our guest, 

  inspire our hearts to a hospitality 

  that welcomes all your children in his name. 

  Especially we pray 

  for those who have not heard your good news . . . 

  for the sick and suffering . . . 

  for those who know no laughter, only tears . . . 

  for those who govern and rule . . . 

  for those enslaved by tyranny . . . 

  for prisoners of addition or abuse . . . 

  for the Church as a refuge for the needy. 

  All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 



Special Song  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH #230 

  Abigail & Olivia Brill 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie; 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, 

The angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together, 

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And peace to all on earth! 

How silently, how silently, 

The wondrous gift is given; 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, 

Still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel! 

Gospel Lesson   John 1:6–13 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as 

a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 



and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 

of man, but of God. 

Special Song  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” UMH #234 

  Janine Schmitt 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels, 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  

True God of true God, Light from Light eternal. 

Lo, He shuns not the virgin's womb. 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created. 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  

See how the shepherds, summoned to His cradle, 

leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze. 

We too would thither bend our joyful footsteps. 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given. 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing, 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Scripture Reading   John 1:14–18 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 

testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 

comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made him known. 



Special Song  “Silent Night” Hymnal #239 

   Norma Dawson & Barbara Trible 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin, mother and Child, 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s our light; 

Radiant beams from they holy face 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at they birth, Jesus, Lord, at they birth. 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend they light; 

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

Sermon   Pastor Matthew Tate 

Carol  “O Holy Night”  

   Monty Hill 

Prayer   From the Book of Worship 

 People: O almighty God, by the birth of your holy child Jesus 

  you gave us a great light to dawn on our darkness. 

  Grant that in his light we may see light. 

  Bestow upon us that most excellent Christmas gift 

of love to all people, 

so that the likeness of your Son may be formed in us, 

and that we may have ever brightening hope 

of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen.  

Benediction 

Postlude   Mary Jane Seanor 

  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”  

 



Hollywood United Methodist Church 

24422 Mervell Dean Road, Hollywood, Maryland 20636 

301-373-2500  office@hollywoodumcmd.org 

www.hollywoodumcmd.org 

https://www.facebook.com/HollywoodUnitedMethodistChurch 

youtube.com/c/HollywoodUMC 

onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC 

Offerings given in designated Christmas offering envelopes or regular 

envelopes marked “Christmas Offering,” and all offerings received during the 

Christmas Eve services support the local  mission work of St. Mary’s Caring, 

The Three Oaks Center, and Care Net Pregnancy Center of Southern MD.  

Our Epiphany Service on January 10 will again feature Star Words! Let 
us know if you would like us to mail you and your family your stars so 
you are prepared for the service.  

The year is quickly coming to a close. For your tithes and offerings to 

be credited for 2020, they need to be received as follows: For physical 

offerings (checks, cash), strive to mail in or drop off at the church by 

Monday, December 28. For online offerings, make the offering by end 

of business on Thursday, December 31. If you have moved in 2020, 

please make sure we have your current mailing address. Instructions 

will be available in the coming weeks for printing your own Annual 

Giving Statement through Realm. Thank you for your continued and 

faithful giving. 
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